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Principles of feeding – late pregnancy and post 
lambing
• Assess body condition score

• Group accordingly

• Analyse forage

• Assess ewes – metabolic profiles

• Quality of supplement 

• MAXIMISE dry matter intake

• Post lambing nutrition 

• Grazing cover, forage, supplements



Assess body condition score

• Ewe nutrition – year round importance

• Aim – optimum body condition score at lambing

• Lambing ease

• Minimal risk of disease – metabolic, dystocia, 
prolapse 

• Colostrum quality/quantity



Body condition score targets

• Targets at lambing 

• Lowland Ewe – 3-3.5

• Hill ewe – 2.5

• Achieving the correct BCS provides adequate 

mobilisation body reserves 

• Ewes can lose -75-200g/day contributing

to energy/protein supply



Effective feeding during late pregnancy
Optimise feeding by grouping ewes according to: 

• Raddle mark, number of lambs expected, BCS and age

• Energy and protein demand increase

• Promote optimum lamb birth weights and colostrum quality



Analyse your forage    
• ME, FME, DUP and ERDP 

• Aim 80% requirements from forage

• Metabolic profiles – 3 weeks pre lambing

• Sufficient energy and protein – last 3 
weeks drives colostrum quality/volume 
and foetal growth

• Inadequate energy – pregnancy toxaemia

• Harvested roots – rumen function, energy

• Quality of supplement? ME higher than 
forage 



Maximise dry matter intake 
(DMI)
• The limiting factor  

• Late pregnancy – decreases by up to 30%

• Maximise DMI 

• Trough space should be 45cm per ewe

with 15-23cm ok for forage or TMR 

Water availability

• Clean – remove straw/hay/muck

• 4.5 litres/ewe

• Up to 10 litres – lactating 



Post lambing nutrition

• Energy and protein increases by 60% and 44%

• VFI increases slowly – capacity to eat 3-3.5% BW

• Mobilise reserves

• Negative energy balance

• Lactation peaking 3-4 weeks 



Matching requirements

• Availability of spring grass

• Early lambing or housed due to weather  = 
supplementary forage and feed needed 

• Levels of feeding – depending upon ewe BCS and 
how much condition loss can occur? 

• Grass availability (sward height)

• 4cm< supplementary feed. 3cm< supplementary 
feed and forage (fodder beet, hard feed) 


